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What are RWCDs?
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Exciting programme benefitting 23 Thames catchments 

Funded by Thames Water, catchment partnerships and others 

• Improves environments, inspires and trains volunteers

• Established by a delivery partnership from the Thames River Basin 

Panel, led by the EA, reviewing bids against criteria and agreeing 

successful projects 

RWCD volunteers, River Whitewater Hampshire RWCD volunteers, River Stort project



Why RWCD?

• Involve communities

• Est. 2013/14 to inspire people

• Benefit all Thames catchments
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Aims and outcomes
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1. Inspiring

6. Increasing practical skills

2. Building capability and capacity

5. Improved 

fitness and 

wellbeing

4. Instilling greater knowledge

3. Improving habitats and 

reducing flood risk



RWCD benefits
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£192k for 62 

projects

Developed 

people skills and 

connections to 

communities

Training the 

trainers for 

future activities

Matched funding of 

£655k, a ratio of 1:3.4

Benefits likely>£2m

Over 1800 volunteers 

in 20k hours of work 

improving local places

118 events 

23 sub catchments

Improved access to 

rivers and wetlands 

and inspired new 

partnerships
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Sevenoaks

Cheltenham Stevenage

Basingstoke

London



Cuttle Brook Conservation Volunteers, River Thame Catchment 
Partnership
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Restored original derelict wetland 

boardwalk

Many excellent RWCD projects…



Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group - Healthy Churn Project 
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. 

RWCD volunteers, Healthy Churn project Cirencester



Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, restoring River Windrush
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.



RWCDs funds London’s first Rivers Week 2016 -
Wandleful Wandle and Brent Action Days
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London Outfall Safaris - Hogsmill

Joe Pecorrelli Zoological Society London 

• Invaluable funding developed Outfall Safaris in London 

• Thames Water increased investment to clean additional 550 outfalls 

in 2020

• Data contributed to a pan London study on polluted outfalls 

• Regulation policy change encourages proactive surveying of outfalls
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Paul Kerr, Thames 
Water Chief Finance 
Officer: “A big thanks for 
hosting our Time to Give 
day. Amazing to see 
such enthusiasm from 
Chiltern Ranger staff, 
this has really rubbed 
off on our team.…”. 

Quotes and 

media

Miles, Nationwide Headquarters: ‘When I got up today, the last 

thing I expected was getting slightly emotional about voles. I’d 

like to help out again’. 



How the elements for RWCD are linked
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Communities

Environment

Thames Water

RWCD

Better 

workplace for 

staff

Opportunities for staff to 

get involved in events in 

the environment

Catchment 

partnerships make 

it happen

Improvements to health and 

wellbeing 

Building a 

better 

community

More sustainable through 

improving the environment

Improved habitat for fish and wildlife

Better place to live

Financial support 

for localised 

projects

Getting TW customers involved 

in benefitting their local 

environment

Greater awareness and knowledge 

of the environment around them
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What next?

1. work with Business In the 
Community

2. secure funds via Integrated 
Catchment Delivery events

3. enable others – 2019 Year of 
Green Action



Links between RWCD, communities, 
environment and businesses
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Communities

Environment

Local businesses

RWCD

Better 

workplace 

for business 

staff

Opportunities for staff 

to get involved in 

events in the 

environment

Building a 

better 

community

Financial support 

for local projects



2015 UK Brazil learning events –
2 RWCD days were highlights and helped 
inspire innovation award in Brazil! 
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Carolina Pinto won a Brazil innovation award 

embedding techniques learned from the RWCDs 

Brent ‘train the trainer’ day

“It was a great achievement to win this award, as 

recognition for the initiative and also as a means to 

disseminate river restoration good practice used in 

the UK, spreading the idea of the importance of 

using innovative practices to solve problems related 

to water issues and conserving our river basins 

I hope we continue working together in 2017 and 

many years to come".



• Greater awareness and wider involvement

• Please talk to us if you are interested

• Can we help fund your initiatives?

• Can you help fund?
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Thank you.


