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The River Don has a history of varied land uses including heavy industry, 
agriculture and residential development, and is designated a Heavily 
Modified Water Body under the Water Framework Directive (WFD), with an 
overall ‘Poor’ classification in the 2015 WFD assessment. The Don 
catchment is quite flashy and floods are known to regularly occur. 

The Environment Agency (EA) initiated projects to address various elements 
of the River Don, to reach Good Ecological Potential. As part of this 
initiative, this project aimed to assess morphological condition on the River 
Don, identify pressures impacting the river, and suggest potential 
opportunities for river restoration and habitat enhancement. 
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The assessment of the River Don was carried out using a desktop study followed by a field assessment. The Don 

was split into hydromorphologically homogeneous river reach sections that were then used to: 

 Collate and summarise existing and historical data on modifications, land use 
impacts, hydromorphology, water quality, pressures as well as biology and WFD 

 Direct and target the field assessment 

 Identify issues and opportunities 

An interactive online map was produced to display information on river reaches, 
photos, pressures, structures and management options (link). The map was designed to 
facilitate communication of outputs with stakeholders and was provided with a 
technical report detailing issues and management options for each reach. Based on 
feasibility, cost and constraints, a series of management interventions were 
recommended. 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1Jgyz2xSYlIE-JtXBdbv2J56OXLE&ll=54.95208291444009%2C-1.4980668472022671&z=13

