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Would you like to find out more about the
Environment Agency, or about your environment?

Then call us on
08708 506 506 (Mon-Fri 8-6)

email
enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk

or visit our website
www.environment-agency.gov.uk

incident hotline 0800 80 70 60 (24hrs)
floodline 0845 988 1188
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Having a stream in your back garden can be an asset to your property, but you need to give it space to change during a flood.

This leaflet shows what you can do with the stream in your garden to to you and your community.
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Bad garden layout Good garden layout

There are simple actions you can take to reduce localised flooding from the stream in your

During heavy rainfall, rivers and streams will naturally rise. If they are limited to a confined
garden. The illustration below shows how you could reduce the impact of flooding.

space the surface water level will rise causing flooding. The illustration below shows how
this type of flooding can happen.
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@ In heavy rainfall, fences across streams can block the @ Drains flowing straight into the stream add to the @ Placing a fence at the top of a bank allows the e Storing water in a water butt or using a soak away
rising water causing levels to increase upstream. They flood waters. stream to rise and fall without causing damage. means that water is not being added to the
also trap any debris which is dangerous and if the @ Waste stored near the stream can be washed away @ A bridge that allows a larger volume of flood water floodwater.
fence breaks, a lot of water can suddenly be released. during a flood. This can end up in your neighbours’ underneath it will reduce the risk of blockages. ® Moving decking further back from the channel

e A smooth channel bed and banks will increase the gardens or get blocked on bridges causing flooding. @ Removing fences that cross the stream means the means that you can enjoy the views of your stream.
speed of the flowing water. This fast moving water e Garden waste dumped in streams frequently causes water level can rise and fall without causing The water can rise and fall and debris will not get
can be deceptively dangerous but may also increase flooding to properties when it gets caught on blockages. Security can be achieved by fencing your caught on the decking causing damage and
the flooding downstream. bridges or bends. garden or getting together with your neighbours and flooding.

e Decking should not be in the stream. Supporting ® Small bridges can become flooded and you should building fences at the main bridges.
posts near the stream can easily trap debris and never try and cross them when water is flowing
block the stream, flooding your garden. across the deck. Bridges can become blocked or

@ Fencing built alongside the stream stops excess water even break up and get jammed in the channel Some activities may require consent from the Environment Agency
spreading and causes the water level to rise. Fences causing flooding to your property. : . :

so check with your local office before carrying out any work.

can be pulled down by flood water and block the stream.
During a flood it can be too dangerous to remove.



