MEDIA RELEASE

BUMPER YEAR FOR FISH IN THE RIVER MOLE
There are early indications that populations of Atlantic salmon and sea trout are
booming in the River Mole in Devon, after two consecutive years of record breaking
catch statistics. Over recent decades, salmon populations have been in decline in
many rivers across the South West but the River Mole appears to be bucking the
trend, thanks to some major works carried out in 2010 on a weir at the base of this
tributary of the River Taw.

Head Weir was once a 3m high, smooth-faced concrete structure that spanned the
river channel, preventing migratory species of fish, such as salmon and sea trout,
from reaching their spawning and nursery grounds further upstream. Thanks to a
project undertaken by the Westcountry Rivers Trust, the Environment Agency and
the River Taw Fisheries Association two years ago, the old weir was removed and a
new state-of-the-art natural pool and riffle system was installed, the first of its kind
here in Britain. It is designed to restore more natural flow and channel characteristics
that allow fish migration while still ensuring that some of the flow is diverted to the
historic Head Mill (the original reason for there being a weir on the site). The new
construction has been named ‘Head Weir Falls’.
This hasn’t just been good news for Atlantic salmon and sea trout populations. Since
completion of the work, there have also been several sightings of one of the most
primitive species of fish alive today, the rare sea lamprey. Sea lampreys spend most
of their life out at sea but, like salmon, migrate back to freshwater rivers to spawn.
The Westcountry Rivers Trust will be continuing work to improve passage for fish
throughout the River Taw system as part of the Taw River Improvement Project, a
three year project funded by Riparian owners and the Catchment Restoration Fund
(CRF).
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BEFORE: The mighty Head Weir prevented fish from migrating upstream to their spawning grounds.

AFTER: The old weir was removed and replaced by a natural pool and riffle system, easily passable by fish.
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Editors Notes:
1. The project to replace Head Weir was delivered by the Westcountry Rivers Trust in
collaboration with riparian owners on the River Taw and the Environment Agency.
2. The Westcountry Rivers Trust is an environmental charity established in 1994 to secure the
preservation, protection, development and improvement of the rivers, streams, watercourses
and water impoundments in the Westcountry and to advance the education of the public in the
management of water.
A cornerstone of their philosophy is working in partnership with external individuals and
organisations to share expertise and facilitate better information transfer. By collaborating
with a whole range of stakeholders - ranging from individual businesses through to academic
institutions, NGOs and government departments - the Trust aims to circumvent sectoral
interests and encourages joint solutions to the complex environmental problems our society
currently faces.
3. The Taw River Improvement Project (TRIP) is being delivered by the Westcountry Rivers
Trust, who made the successful bid to the Environment Agency for funding from the
Catchment Restoration Fund (CRF). The CRF was made available by Defra following
commitments made by the government in the recent Natural Environment White Paper. This
work will help Britain to meet national targets for environmental protection and sustainable
development, as well as EU targets set out under the Water Framework Directive and several
other international directives.
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