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• European WFD (2000) promotes river restoration 

• More and more French river restoration projects 

• Need to evaluate the effects and the success of these 

projects 

Context and aim of the study 

Aim : provide feedback on the evaluation process 

of French river restoration projects 
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Studied restoration projects’ characteristics 



Documents analysis (n=325) 

Phone interviews (n=66) 

Materials and methods 



Framework for the assessment of evaluation and success 

What are the evaluation  

objects and metrics used? 



What are the evaluation objects? 

Muus et al., 1973 Muus et al., 1973 



What metrics are used?  

Fish metrics 

Invertebrate metrics 

Hydromorphological metrics 

Muus et al., 1973 

Muus et al., 1973 



Framework for assessment of evaluation and success 

What are the evaluation  

objects and metrics used? 

What are the monitoring 

 frameworks?  



What are the monitoring 

 frameworks?  
Before / After / Control measurements 

Before / After measurements timing 



Framework for assessment of evaluation and success 

What are the evaluation  

objects and metrics used? 

What are the monitoring 

 frameworks?  

What references are used  

for evaluation?  



What references are used for evaluation?  

Relative references 



Framework for the evaluation and success assessment 

What are evaluation  

objects and metrics used? 

What are the monitoring 

 frameworks?  

What are references used  

for evaluation?  



What are references used for evaluation?  

Relative references Absolute references 



Framework for the evaluation and success assessment 

What are evaluation  

objects and metrics used? 

What are the monitoring 

 frameworks?  

What are references used  

for evaluation?  

What are the results of  

evaluation?  



What are the results of evaluation?  

From relative references From absolute references 

Heterogeneity of results 



Conclusions and perspectives 

Important to identify values behind references 

A need to clearly define references for clear restoration objectives 

A need to improve quality of monitoring in order to support 

reference comparison 

Support policy strategy to better situate river 

restoration projects within an integrated river 

management approach 



Thank you for your attention 

Many thanks to our FORECASTER 

partners, ONEMA financers and all the 

scientists or stakeholders who took the 

time to answer to our solicitations.  


