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Chalk Rivers in Wessex

£ Chalk rivers such as the Avon and the
Frome boast crystal clear waters,
creating special conditions for some
of the most threatened wildlife in
Britain

=1 National importance recognised by
designation as Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSIs)

=1 Avon also of European interest,
designated as a Special Area of
Conservation (SAC).




Historic flood alleviation
Agricultural improvement, land drainage
Urbanisation, development

hy do rivers need restoring?

CHANNELISATION SLUICES & WEIRS

deepening & straightening embanking ' concrete lining

widening & revetment

Removal of substrate & natural features
Siltation
Loss of river & floodplain habitats
Decline in biodiversity

flow
impoundment

Disconnection from floodplain




~ Strategic Restoration of the River Avon

System — project structure
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Existing Avon Catchment Partners

River Avon Catchment Partnerships
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Strategic Restoration of the River Avon
Directory of Actions

Working together to restore the River Avon
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Welcome

LB Chalk rivers are a unique and irreplaceable

(ORI FTI0d part of our heritage and the landscape of

Dorset

Chalk Rivers
newsletter.

There are

number of
projects in
the county

based

around these

wonderful
rivers and
this

newsletter

England.

Chalk rivers and their underground water stores
{aquifers) provide significant quantities of water

CIl for drinking, industry, effluent dilution and
agriculture. They are also very important for
wildlife. Many chalk rivers are world-famous for
their fly-fishing and they are part of our cultural
heritage. Their present appearance and character
reflects a long history of human intervention from
urban development and agriculture (water
meadows) to industry (milling) and fisheries.

Today these most English of rivers are in a fragile
state. They are under increasing pressure from

aims to keep urban and infrastructure development. water
you up-dated abstraction, effluent discharges, agriculture, land

Dorset

drainage and flood defences. Without careful
management, these activities threaten the chalk
river resources upon which so much wildlife and

many people depend.

Chalk Rivers and Streams

Dorset Rivers
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Dorset contains a significant amount of the chalk rivers in
the country. There are many organisations and individuals
working together in Dorset which all aim to protect or
restore chalk rivers to a quality which sustains the high
conservation value for their wildlife. healthy water
supplies, reduces nutrients and diffuse pollution. To make
this a reality, we need to:

+ maintain and enhance the characteristic habitats, plants
and animals of chalk rivers, including winterbournes:

* restore the ecological quality. flows and habitat diversity:
» identify cost-effective means of restoring damaged river
reaches.

There are many people and organisations with a part to
play in this — see inside for more information. The
Environment Agency, Dorset Wild Rivers and Frome,
Piddle & West Dorset Fisheries Association, water
companies, b and local ¢ all have a
key role in meeting the objectives.

Many who live and work alongside chalk rivers — farmers.

fishermen and members of the public — are already

working to protect our chalk rivers and this newsletter
havs information
on how groups and
individuals are
working together.
Despite ever
increasing threats,
there is optimism
for the future:
more and more
local people are
becoming involved
in protecting and
enhancing our
chalk rivers.

Under the Water
Framework
Directive there is
clear information
on each stretch of
river and what
needs addressing
to reach ‘good’
status.
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River Avon Restoration Plan

Channe narrowing at Ham Hatches, Amesbury

Welcome to the second newsletter of
the River Avon Restoration Plan - our
plan to implement the Strategic
Framework for the Restoration of the
River Avon (SFfRRA). Since our last
newsletter in June 2010, the project has
progressed through various phases of
funding, appraisal and design.

The catchment-wide strategy for the River
Avon highlighted the amount of restoration
needed in order to bring the physical
structure of the Site of Special Scientific
Interest into favourable condition. We
studied the strategy last year to prioritise
and identify both the areas most in need of
restoration, and/or areas where restoration
will lead to the most environmental gain. In
November last year the Environment
Agency’s Water Level Management Plan
(WLMP) team at Blandford successfully
secured approval to restore the priority
reaches. This represents about 30 per cent
of the total programme of work. Since the
Government Spending Review in
December, the Environment Agency has
looked carefully at how reduced funding
can be allocated across its regions and

areas of work. Budgets are being finalised
and we hope we will receive the funding
needed to deliver the priority works in
partnership with landowners and fishing
clubs. The remainder of the restoration
plan will need to be completed by partners,
landowners and tenants, using any grants
or community support which becomes
available. Work is likely to take more than
five years.

The Project Board, detailed in the first
Newsletter, continues to oversee the
restoration work . However, the
Environment Agency team will change, as
both Roger Shrimpton and Ben Bailey are
off to pastures new. The new team has
faces familiar to anyone involved in
WLMPs: Mike Porter will be the new
programme manager and lead on the Avon
and Bourne; Aly Maxwell will support
delivery and lead on the Nadder and
Wylye; Anna Fraser will lead on all
environmental work; Sarah Galsworthy will
give general support on delivery.

Environment Agency team is
producing a summary booklet giving the

mechaniamse
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PARTNERSHIPS & PROJECTS

Dorset Wild Rivers
Rehabilitating the River Frome

Strategy for managing Nitrogen levels in the
Poole harbour catchment to 2035

FWAG South West
Catchment sensitive farming England

Wild Purbeck

River Frome Salmon Project
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Frome water level plan




Overview / Conclusion

2 Strategic Catchment Restoration Plans in Wessex completed 1 other being
developed

* Partnership is key to delivering river enhancements with available resources

* New and existing tools, techniques and best practice are developed to raise
awareness and encourage partnership working

* Good communication is required throughout to develop and maintain
effective partnerships

* http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/hampshireavon
* http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/frome



