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Chalk Rivers in Wessex 
Chalk rivers such as the Avon and the 
Frome boast crystal clear waters, 
creating special conditions for some 
of the most threatened wildlife in 
Britain 

 
National importance recognised by 
designation as Sites of Special   
Scientific Interest (SSSIs) 

 
Avon also of European interest, 
designated as a Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC).  



Why do rivers need restoring?  
 

deepening & 
widening 

straightening embanking concrete lining 
& revetment 

Removal of substrate & natural features 
Siltation 

Loss of river & floodplain habitats 
Decline in biodiversity 

Disconnection from floodplain 

CHANNELISATION 

Historic flood alleviation 
Agricultural improvement, land drainage 

Urbanisation, development 

SLUICES & WEIRS 

flow 
impoundment 



Strategic Restoration of the River Avon 
System – project structure 
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PSA  Board  

(NE/EA managers) 

Communication  

Working group 

Steering Group 

(NE/ EA/ WW/ WWT/ 

WCSP/ WFA/ NFU) 

Implementation 
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Existing Avon Catchment Partnerships 
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Directory of Actions 
 



Information Sheets 



 Newsletters 
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Moreton 2010 



Ham and Moor Hatches 2011 
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Frome & Piddle Catchment Initiative 
PARTNERSHIPS & PROJECTS 



Overview / Conclusion 

 http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/hampshireavon 

 http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/frome 

•  2 Strategic Catchment Restoration Plans in Wessex completed 1 other being    
    developed 
 
•  Partnership is key to delivering river enhancements with available resources 
 
•  New and existing tools, techniques and best practice  are developed to raise    
   awareness and encourage partnership working 
 
•   Good communication is required throughout to develop and maintain      
    effective partnerships 


