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• Use what nature provides if at all possible 

• Work with natural processes and accentuate  

• Energise dead systems 

• Know when and where to create turbulence 

• Don’t fuss and be too tidy – smooth edges rarely 
good  

• Manipulate to set healing process in train – let the 
river do the rest  

• Evaluate success by invisibility of involvement and 
positive landscape and biological responses.  



• Imported material - 20 tonnes of gravel and some 
wire!! 

• Two woody debris dams 

• 40 self-sustaining pools 

• 36 ‘riffles’ associated with channel narrowing 

• Eight backwaters 

• Total cost: £<22k over 1.3km 
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Most often asked 
question: How 

big/deep should 
the pool be? 







Example where banks and riparian zone cannot be touched 



Example where very wide; incorporation of backwaters 



Example riparian zone cannot be used (not banks); 
accentuating natural process and associated features; no gravel 

so some imported  



As previous but: gravel present so used in narrowing/’riffle 
formation AND woody debris dam installed 



Getting rid of silt in over-wide channel!! 















































• Darent: 7 years on 

• Itchen: 2 years on 

• Nar Drain!!: 1 year on 

 



























• WTT: Andy Thomas 2011.....’want to do something 
more adventurous than the usual DIG AND DUMP’ 

• Itchen: WTT award 2011 (shared and also recognised 
importance of biological response and monitoring) 

 



• Kind & Trusting Consenting Officers!! 

• Landowners  

• Funders 

• GREAT DIGGER DRIVERS!! 

 


